
The on-again, off-again debate over immi-
gration reform has galvanized an often-impas-
sioned response from the people of south
Alabama.  My offices in Foley, Mobile and
Washington have received a record number of
calls expressing concerns — and, at times, out-
rage — over many of the proposals that originated in the bill considered by
the U.S. Senate.

The vast majority of you who have contacted me has left no question —
at least in my mind — as to how you would vote if you were in Congress.

Almost everyone can agree that the current system is broken.  However,
the million dollar question remains: can a meaningful and effective immi-
gration bill ultimately pass both the House and Senate and end up on the
president’s desk to be signed into law?  

As this newsletter was going to press, the Senate, using procedural
delaying tactics, essentially killed the immigration bill that had been on life
support for several weeks.  It is unlikely this issue will be addressed again
before the 2008 elections, notwithstanding comments by Sen. Edward
Kennedy and others, that it would be revived.

While I strongly opposed the Senate bill as it was being drafted, clearly
doing nothing is not a solution either.  Whenever immigration is eventually
addressed in the House, here is what I could support in a final bill:

First, we must get control over our borders. Therefore, the first action
Congress should take is to secure the borders and enforce the immigration
laws already on the books.

Second, for those individuals who want to come to this country legal-
ly to work, we should do as former House Speaker Newt Gingrich has
suggested by revamping our current visa program using a biometric iden-
tity card, a criminal background check and a 24/7 computerized real time
verification capability, so no business can claim ignorance in “unknow-
ingly” hiring an illegal worker.  

Mr. Gingrich also advocates allowing U.S. busi-
nesses to deduct as a business expense costs to send ille-
gal workers home to apply for their work visas, thus
maximizing the incentives for illegals to return home
and reenter legally.

Third, we must have meaningful penalties for
businesses who knowingly hire illegal workers,
many times breaking both immigration and tax laws.

With the 2002 farm bill set to
expire later this year, the House
Agriculture Committee, of which I
am a member, has been busy writ-
ing a new multi-year, omnibus bill
that will address agricultural and
food issues in great detail over the
next five years.  

In a nutshell, the 2007 farm
bill will cover everything from
federal farm support for America’s
farmers to food assistance for the
needy, agricultural trade, marketing and rural development policies.  

As ranking member of the Subcommittee on Department Operations,
Oversight, Nutrition and Forestry, I am taking an active role this year in helping to
craft a new bill that will hopefully look out for the interests of Alabama’s farmers.  

Agriculture remains Alabama’s number one industry — over $5 billion in
annual receipts.  And, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
there are more than 45,000 people in Alabama who consider themselves farmers.  

Altogether, agribusiness industries provide an estimated 467,000 jobs for
Alabamians.  These industry-supported jobs include farm equipment dealers,
seed and feed suppliers, food processors, exporters and retailers.  Together, these
industries impact our state’s annual economy by more than $40 billion.

Historically, there has been a fierce turf battle between farmers from differ-
ent parts of the country.  After all, it is quite a different operation to raise beef
cattle on a 250,000 acre ranch in Montana, as compared to growing corn, cotton
and soy beans on a 500 acre farm in Monroe County.  

When the 2002 farm bill was enacted, the estimated price tag for the mandato-
ry programs that most directly benefit America’s farm sector was $114 billion over
six years.  However, because of a relatively strong farm economy over the past five
years and with good prices in many key areas, the 2002 farm bill actually came in at
$93 billion — a savings of some $20 billion to the taxpayers.

Since coming to Congress, I have worked closely
with our local farmers, Alabama Agriculture
Commissioner Ron Sparks, associations such as
ALFA, the USDA, and others to address the broad
needs of the Alabama agriculture industry, while
providing a “safety net” for our farmers.  You can
follow the progress of the 2007 farm bill by going to
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/2007FarmBill.html.
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Donnie Waters, a Baldwin County
farmer, gave me a tour of his farm in
southwest Alabama.
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As the war in Iraq
enters its fifth year,
American forces continue
to face tough fighting
and, regretfully, more
casualties.

Next month, General
David Petraeus, com-
mander of U.S. forces in
Iraq, will return to
Congress to submit a
progress report on the
troop surge ordered by
the president earlier this
year.  I believe it only
stands to reason that with
this important update due
next month, we will like-
ly see increased assaults.

President Bush even
stated earlier this sum-
mer, “What they’re going
to try to do is kill as many
innocent people as they
can to try to influence the
debate here at home.  They recognize that the death of innocent people could
shake our will…it could be a very difficult August.”

This year, with a new majority in both the House and the Senate, we have
seen a transition in the debate on the War on Terror.  In February, the House
spent almost an entire week debating a non-binding resolution on the Iraq
war in which almost all members of the House went to the floor to partici-
pate.

Like many others, I went to the House floor to express my strong disap-
proval for such a non-binding resolution, which had no force of law and
offered no alternative strategy.  

In my view, when so many American lives are on the line, voting on a
resolution simply to allow some members of Congress the opportunity to
express their disapproval of the Iraq war was a slap in the face of every sol-

dier and family of the American military.
Let’s be clear… if the new majority wants to end America’s role in Iraq

or Afghanistan, they can immediately cut off funding to our troops.  The fact
remains, however, very few Members are willing to take that route.  

Make no mistake, our men and women in uniform — and their civilian
counterparts — continue to help make the progress in Iraq possible.  They,
along with coalition forces, have made tremendous sacrifices in the name of
a free and democratic Iraq.  

At the end of the day, however, it is ultimately up to the Iraqi people to
determine their end state.  I am proud of our nation and our military for giv-
ing the Iraqis a real opportunity for freedom and self-determination, and like
most Americans, I look forward to General Petraeus’ report next month in
hopes of having greater clarity about the way to move forward.

Progress report on Iraq due in SeptemberProgress report on Iraq due in September
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If severe penalties were put in place — and then enforced —that would be
a significant deterrent to those who knowingly hire illegal workers and
encourage their illegal entrance through our borders.

Fourth, for those individuals who want to legally enter this country with
the ultimate goal of becoming a U.S. citizen, there must not be any special
treatment given to those individuals who are currently here illegally, i.e.,
there must not be anything that remotely resembles amnesty. 

In my view, we need to create a modern-day immigration system based
on the images of Ellis Island, not the lawless border situation we currently
have.  

In this modern system, we must establish some non-negotiable param-
eters, namely, requiring English as our primary language and welcoming
those who are willing to work hard, obey the laws of our country and
become productive members of society.  There should also be an appropri-
ate background check to make certain we’re not allowing people with a

violent criminal record into our country.
Finally, we must remember that all people — regardless of their educa-

tion level, family history or socioeconomic background — deserve to be
respected in this heated and often emotional debate.  

I will continue to maintain my strong position on illegal immigration.
Those who have come to our country illegally should not be rewarded and
placed ahead of law-abiding legal immigrants who are willing to tackle the
challenging process of becoming an American citizen.  Nor should illegal
immigrants be granted rights and benefits we — as hardworking, taxpaying
citizens — provide.

In the previous Congress, we passed legislation to construct new border
fencing, install new technology and infrastructure, increase the number of
border patrol agents and give them the tools they need to help fight — and
win — this battle.  

Obviously, much more must be done.  Congress must do its best to make
these very serious problems better, not worse.

(Immigration continued from page 1)
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In an effort to strengthen border security,
new travel requirements for United States citi-
zens returning from any part of the Western
Hemisphere went into effect earlier this year.   

The first phase, which went into effect in
January of 2007, requires that all U.S. citizens —
including children — traveling by air between the
United States and Canada, Mexico, Central and South
America, the Caribbean and Bermuda, present a valid
passport in order to return to the United States.

The second phase, which is expected to be implemented as
early as January 1, 2008, requires ALL persons, including U.S. citizens, traveling
between the U.S. and Canada, Mexico, Central and South America, the Caribbean,
and Bermuda by land or sea (including ferries), to present a valid passport or other
documents as determined by the Department of Homeland Security. 

The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) caught many travelers by
surprise and caused longer than
expected processing times for
passport applications.  I, along
with other members of Congress,
asked the White House for relief,
and in response, the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS)
changed the implementation of
the WHTI earlier this summer.  

Through September 30,
2007, U.S. citizens traveling to
Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean,
and Bermuda — who have applied for, but not yet received, passports — can tem-
porarily enter and depart from the United States by air with a government issued
photo identification and Department of State official proof of application for a pass-
port, which can be obtained at http://travel.state.gov/passport.

This new accommodation to the WHTI only applies to those citizens who
have applied for a passport.  Those who have not applied for a passport should
not expect to be accommodated.

It is important that you allow ample time to make the necessary arrange-
ments so you will not have to delay that important business trip or well-
deserved vacation.

PPasspassp oror t Rt Resouresour cceses
http://travel.state.gov/passport - The

Passport Services Office allows you to mon-
itor the status of your passport application.

National Passport Information
Center - (877)487-2778

http://travel.state.gov - The Bureau
of Consular Affairs provides information on
traveling abroad as well as how to obtain,
replace or change a passport.

One way our office stays in
close touch with the people of south
Alabama is to hold frequent town
hall meetings whenever the legisla-
tive calendar permits.

This month, I will once
again hit the road, traveling to 20
communities in all six First
District counties.  Listed below
are the times and locations of the
meetings.

By the end of August, I will have
held 173 town meetings throughout
the First District. Hopefully, you will
be able to join my staff and me for a town meeting near you.

Monday, August 13
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Dauphin Island

Town Hall
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Tillman’s Corner

Community Center
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. - Prichard

City Hall
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Saraland

Civic Center
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Citronelle

City Hall

Tuesday, August 14
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. - Stockton

Stage Coach Restaurant
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Mount Vernon

Town Hall
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - McIntosh

Town Hall
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Grove Hill 

Town Hall

Wednesday, August 15
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Uriah
Uriah Volunteer Fire Department

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Perdue Hill
Masonic Lodge

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. - East Brewton
City Hall

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Flomaton
Town Hall

Thursday, August 16
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. - Josephine
Josephine Volunteer Fire Department

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Bon Secour
Bon Secour Volunteer Fire Department

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. - Magnolia Springs
Magnolia Springs Volunteer Fire Department

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. - Summerdale
Community Center

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Silverhill
Town Hall

TTwenty meetings scheduledwenty meetings scheduled

Friday, August 17
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - West Mobile

Jon Archer Agricultural Center
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Bayou La Batre

City Hall

I held my 151st town meeting this past
April in Washington County at the Leroy
Volunteer Fire Department.

New Travel Requirements
for U.S. Citizens
New Travel Requirements
for U.S. Citizens

In April, I was pleased to once again host a
program for the winners of this year’s First
Congressional District Art Competition.

Working in conjunction with the Mobile
Museum of Art, this annual competition pro-
vides an excellent venue for the talented young
artists that live in south Alabama.

First place hon-
ors were presented
to Bailey Miller of
Baker High School.
Her artwork, along

with the other winning entries from around the country, is on display for one
year in the United States Capitol complex.  Below is a list of all the winners
from south Alabama who entered this year’s competition.  Congratulations to
all of these talented young students for entering such great work!

First place, Bailey Miller, Baker High School, title of work, “Water
Wonderland;”  second place, Andrew Landry, St. Paul’s Episcopal School,
“At the Paul;”  third place, Elizabeth Norwood, Baker High School, “For
Every Piece Broken a New Color is Born;”  honorable mention, Breanna
Rogers, John L. LeFlore High School, “My True Colors;”  John Miller, Foley
High School, “Rooted Pathways;” Rebecca Wilbur, Foley High School, “Jitter
Kitty;”  Courtney Moralis, Theodore High School, “Drought;” Joe
Montefusco, Alabama School of Math and Science, “Self Portrait.”

For information on our upcoming art contest, please contact Courtney
Soward in my Mobile office at (251)690-2811.

I presented Bailey Miller of
Baker High School with first
place honors in this year’s
First Congressional District
Art Competition.

1st District Ar1st District Ar t Contest Wt Contest Winners inners 



History was made when the 110th Congress convened
last January with the election of the first female Speaker
of the House, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi.

Ever since that milestone, however, Congress has
become seemingly bogged down with one messy squabble
after another.  

Even the new majority’s “Six for ’06” agenda — most
of which sailed out of the House with strong bipartisan support — has either
stalled in the Senate or it has yet to overcome what will likely become an active
veto pen used by President George W. Bush during the last year and a half of
his administration.

With the exception of increasing the minimum wage, the first such increase
since 1997, from $5.15 to $7.25 over the next two years, legislative victories for
the new majority have been hard to come by.

Listed below are the bill numbers, titles and status (as of press time) of the
top six priorities for the new party in power:

While, in fairness, much can still happen between now and the end of the
year that could affect the progress on many of the aforementioned issues, the
fact remains that there are even bigger challenges on the horizon that are much
less likely to be resolved.  

And, quite frankly, most of the other agenda items making the news — from
the battle over immigration reform — to the debate over global warming — to
the dispute over when to withdraw troops from Iraq — all get messier and more
contentious over time.

In many ways, this long list of controversial issues — for which there are
admittedly no easy answers — reminds me of the old saying…the more some
things change, the more they remain the same.  

And this point proves especially true given that for many of the issues we
are facing as Americans, there is no “Republican” answer or “Democrat”
answer.  

Sadly, while the American people may wish their elected leaders would
work more closely together, the partisan divide in Washington only seems to
become wider by the day.  

That is most unfortunate, given the challenges and real threats that could
legitimately undermine the very foundation of the greatest nation on the face of
the Earth.

Back home, good times within reach
While Washington remains pretty much mired in a mess, the view through-

out much of the First Congressional District is looking better and better.

For so many years, the hope and
promise of a new economic boom here in
south Alabama has always been tempered
by events — often beyond our control —
that over the course of time usually miti-
gate the excitement that comes when a
“big announcement” is first made.

While none of us, obviously, has a
crystal ball to peer into the future, the
diversification and regionalization of
south Alabama’s economy — something
that has been a top priority since I
became your congressman in 2003 —
has truly helped usher in a feeling that
the long-promised “good times” for our
area are finally within reach.

Welcome, TK!
There is no better example of an

entire area being lifted by good news
than the announcement on May 11
that ThyssenKrupp AG, a German
company employing almost 190,000
people worldwide, had, in fact, cho-
sen a site near Calvert and Mount
Vernon, at the Mobile-Washington
County line, as the home for its new, state-of-the-art $3.7 billion steel and
stainless steel complex.

Not only does this news represent the largest economic development project
in the history of the state of Alabama, it also represents one of the most signifi-
cant projects of its kind in the entire country.  By now, you are no doubt famil-
iar with the numbers, but the sheer size of
its impact — throughout all of southwest
Alabama — deserves repeating:

When the project officially breaks
ground later this year — in fact, some pre-
liminary work has already begun — pro-
jections are that more than 29,000 con-
struction workers will be involved in the
overall project.  

When the plant opens for business
in 2010, there will be approximately
2,700 permanent workers on the payroll,
with some 38,000 additional indirect jobs
anticipated for the region over the next 20
years.  

One of ThyssenKrupp’s key cor-
porate goals is environmental protection,
in which it invested $535 million in fiscal
years 2005 and 2006.

For those interested in job opportunities with the plant, you can
visit the plant’s website at www.thyssenkruppnewusplant.com which will
store your résumé with the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce until the
application process begins.

And it just keeps getting better
As if having the largest economic development project in the United States

were not enough reason for celebration, the good news just keeps getting better and
brighter for all corners of the First Congressional District.  Here are just a few
examples:
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H.R. 1 Implementing the 9/11 Commission 
Recommendations Act of 2007

1/9/2007 Stalled – waiting to go to a 
conference committee

H.R. 2 Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007 1/10/2007 Passed House and Senate/Signed 
into law by the president

H.R. 3/S. 5 Stem Cell Research Enhancement 
Act of 2007

1/11/2007 Passed House and Senate/Vetoed 
by the president

H.R. 4 Medicare Prescription Drug Price 
Negotiation Act of 2007

1/12/2007 Stalled in the Senate/the president 
has threatened a veto

H.R. 5 College Student Relief Act of 2007 1/17/2007 Stalled in the Senate

H.R. 6 CLEAN Energy Act of 2007 1/18/2007 Stalled – Senate passed the bill 
with an amendment

Allan McArtor, chairman of A
Inc.; Senator Jeff Sessions; Gov
chairman of the board and 
Corporation; Ralph Crosby, cha
America; and I stand in front of 
30 at the Airbus manufacturing 



In October, Louisiana-Pacific
Corporation will open a state-of-the-art
oriented strand board (OSB) mill, just
south of Thomasville, in Clarke
County.  The plant is expected to
employ at least 130 people when fully
operational and is expected to have an
annual OSB production capacity of
more than 700 million square feet. 

Also in Clarke County, New Era
Cap Company is finishing work on a
major expansion, nearly doubling its
Jackson facility from 67,500 square
feet to more than 117,500 square feet.
At least 50 additional jobs will be
added to the Jackson plant once the
expansion is completed.  New Era Cap
produces more than 30 million caps per
year and is the exclusive manufacturer
of the official on-field cap worn by
every Major League Baseball team.

Goodrich Aerospace recently
selected its Foley site for an expansion
that will create about 160 manufactur-
ing jobs over the next three years.  The

Foley plant has two divisions, one which makes aviation parts and the other
which repairs aircraft.  The Foley site was chosen for expansion over Goodrich
plants in Texas, Arkansas and Missouri.

Earlier this year, Berg Steel Pipe announced plans for a $75 million
plant that company officials say will create 100 full-time jobs in Mobile.  The

local plant, a wholly owned subsidiary of
the Panama City, Florida-based Berg Steel
Pipe, will produce large-diameter steel
pipe used by the oil and gas industry.

And, International Shipholding
recently opened its new corporate head-
quarters in the newly-opened RSA
Battlehouse Tower, the state’s tallest build-

ing located in downtown Mobile.
The company moved its corpo-

rate headquarters from
downtown New

Orleans in
the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina,
bringing some 150
jobs to Alabama’s port
city.  It is the only
Mobile-located  head-

quarters of a corporation publicly traded on the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE:ISH).

The sky truly is the limit
While it is always dangerous to single out any one or two people who

deserve credit for all of these good-news stories, no two people have worked
longer or harder to help turn around south Alabama’s economy than Governor
Bob Riley and his nationally-recognized economic development director, Neal
Wade, a native of Monroeville.   

Their leadership, coupled with the unprecedented cooperation and coordi-

nation among local, county and state officials, chambers of commerce, officials
at both the Alabama State Port Authority and the Mobile Airport Authority —
to name just a few key players — all deserve credit that comes with such recent
success.

And the fact is, south Alabama is not resting on our recent achievements.
Earlier this summer, Governor Riley led a delegation that included U.S.

Senator Jeff Sessions, and me, among many others, to the 47th International
Paris Air Show.  Over the four-day trip, our Alabama group met with many of
the aerospace industry’s key players, as well as some of the more than 200,000
trade visitors that attended one of the world’s largest air shows. 

As you know, south Alabama is in the running for another major coup —
an opportunity to build the next-generation air refueling tankers for the U.S.
Air Force.

Just two years ago, Northrop Grumman, in partnership with EADS North
America, selected Mobile’s Brookley Field as the site for the final assembly of
its proposed KC-30 aircraft.  

And today, officials at the Department of Defense are reviewing literally
thousands of pages of documents, submitted by both the Northrop-EADS team,
as well as industry giant Boeing, who is touting the KC-767, for what will ulti-
mately be a $40 billion contract to replace more than 500 Eisenhower-era KC-
135 tankers currently in use.

While we will not know the outcome of the tanker competition until
October at the earliest, the fact remains that a new day has finally dawned for
Alabama.  And for a state that we all love so dearly, but which, admittedly, has
not always enjoyed such a positive image around the rest of the country, the
good times and good news for our home could not come at a better time.

20 Town Meetings set for August
With the traditional August recess upon us, I will once again hit the road

throughout southwest Alabama for another series of town hall meetings.  
Please review the schedule — found on page 3 of this newsletter — and

make your plans to attend one of our upcoming meetings should you want to
comment on some of the issues making the headlines in Washington or simply
need our help in dealing with the bureaucracy of the federal government.  

Either way, I hope you will come out and share your thoughts and views
with me.

And, never forget, my staff and I work for you.  It is an honor to serve you
in Congress.  All the best!
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GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR
Thus far, arguably the

most significant legislative
accomplishment of the 110th
Congress has been the meas-
ure to provide continued
funding for our troops fight-
ing the Global War on Terror.
After four months of political wrangling and a presiden-
tial veto, Congress approved $100 billion in emergency
funding for the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the
president signed the funding bill into law on May 28,
2007 (see related story, page 2).

BUDGET
In May, both the

House and Senate agreed
to a $2.9 trillion budget
for fiscal year 2008.
However, because this
budget provides for one of the largest tax increases
in American history — $217 billion — and because
it does nothing to reduce out of control entitlement
spending, 208 of my colleagues and I opposed it.

In the meantime, Congress has moved forward with
the annual appropriation process.  By the time this
newsletter goes to print, the House is expected to have
passed several of the 12 regular appropriations bills.  It
remains to be seen, however, whether the House and
Senate will complete their work on these spending meas-
ures before the new fiscal year begins on October 1.

SECRET UNION BALLOT
The House recently

eliminated a 72-year-old
worker protection — the
secret union ballot.  This
protection has been in
place for years to mini-
mize worker intimidation
and strong-arming.  While “big labor” pushed the
legislation (H.R. 800), many — myself included —
opposed it.  I was heartened to hear from a number
of union employees in south Alabama who also
opposed the reversal of the secret ballot. Although
the bill passed the House 241-185, it faces an uncer-
tain future in the Senate.

HATE CRIMES
At the beginning of the

summer, the House passed
a hate crimes bill (H.R.
1592) by a vote of 237-
180.  However, I did not

support this measure for one simple reason —
notwithstanding the title of the bill, I believe justice
should be equally applied to all victims — not just a
select few.  And the fact remains that enactment of
this bill could well hinder the very rights of those vic-
tims it intends to protect.  In some cases, for instance,
federal hate crime laws could prohibit capital punish-
ment in states like Alabama when a hate crime has
been committed.  As this newsletter went to print, the
Senate had yet to consider H.R. 1592.

INSURANCE
Living full-time in

south Alabama, I under-
stand — and share —
your concerns regarding
ever-increasing insurance
premiums.

While insurance traditionally has been regulated
at the state level, I recently cosponsored the Multiple
Peril Insurance Act of 2007, H.R. 920.  This legisla-
tion, if enacted, would create within the National
Flood Insurance Program the option of purchasing
coverage for both wind and flood in one policy.
Hopefully, Congress will make this coverage option
available to homeowners in the future.

EDUCATION
The No Child Left

Behind Act (NCLB) is
scheduled for reauthoriza-
tion in the 110th Congress.
As you may know, NCLB
has made record changes for Alabama’s children by
requiring all public school students to be tested annual-
ly in reading and math from grades 3 through 8 and
once in high school.  There are many areas of this com-
plex bill that can be improved, but by enhancing the
quality of education our young people receive, we are
enriching the future of our great state.

SHARE YOUR VIEWS
While these are some

of the higher profile
issues we have recently
considered in Congress,
there are many other
issues being debated and
certainly others that may
be very important to you.  Please know that we
want to hear your views!  You may email me
through our website at http://bonner.house.gov,
write or call my office anytime.  Please refer to
page 8 for my contact information.
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Earlier this spring, we had an over-
whelming response from southwest Alabama
high schools for my Annual Workshop for
High School Leaders held at the University
of South Alabama in Mobile.  

High school government and journalism
students from the First Congressional District
had the opportunity to question representa-
tives from all levels of state and federal gov-
ernment, as well as members of the Gulf
Coast broadcast and print media. Former
state Sen. Bradley Byrne, state Sen. Ben
Brooks, and state Rep. James Buskey partic-
ipated in one panel moderated by WALA’s
Bob Grip, while local media personalities
Anissa Centers of WALA, Brian Johnson of
WPMI, Frances Coleman of the Press-
Register, Rob Holbert of Lagniappe, and
Rose Ann Haven of WKRG took center stage
on another panel. 

We were also pleased to have Mobile
County Juvenile Judge Edmond Naman con-
clude the program.

This year’s slate of guests provided our
future leaders some of the most interesting
and thought-provoking discussions of any
previous workshop.  We in south Alabama
have every reason to be optimistic about our
leaders of the 21st century — our young peo-
ple truly care about their future and the future
of this great state.  

Plans are already underway for our next
workshop.  For more information, please
contact Frazier Payne in my Mobile office at
(251)690-2811.

Workshop for High
School Leaders a
Success

High school students from Alabama’s First
District joined me at my Annual Workshop
for High School Leaders where we had the
opportunity to discuss the federal legislative
process.



We have recently updated our website, making
it even more user-friendly and providing a wider
range of services.

The next time you are online, please take a few
minutes to visit the new and updated site for
Alabama’s First Congressional District —
http://bonner.house.gov.

Just when we thought we
had seen the worst last year,
energy prices continued to
break one record after another
this year, with widespread fluc-
tuation across most of the
nation.  These higher prices
have certainly produced an added financial punch
to most families’ pocketbooks, especially when
pulling up to the pump.

Not only have gasoline prices skyrocketed, but
other forms of energy such as oil and natural gas
have also increased.  It is abundantly clear that not
all of our energy issues can be solved with tem-
porarily lower gasoline prices — and, sadly, anoth-
er energy crisis could be right around the corner.  

Whether it is filling up one’s tank with record
high-priced gasoline or heating and cooling one’s
home with high-priced natural gas or electricity —
more must be done to bring renewable resources to
the table.

Regretfully, our nation continues to depend too
heavily on foreign energy resources.  

To help make the U.S. more energy independ-
ent, I worked closely with Senator Jeff Sessions
and others during the 109th Congress in an effort to
open up the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) for
energy exploration.  

In fact, some 8 million new acres are now
available for gas and oil exploration in the OCS,
naturally after the proper environmental assess-
ments have taken place.  Many believe the OCS
can serve our nation as a major reserve to limit our
dependency on foreign resources, all the while pro-
viding Americans with more stable, affordable
energy prices.  

Over the past several years, I have also sup-
ported renewable fuel research and development
tax credits to give local municipalities, local busi-
nesses and corporations an incentive to create new,
environmentally safe biofuels.  

Additionally, hybrid automobiles are another
great example of a relatively new technology that
is making a difference.  At one time, these hybrids
were nothing more than drawings on paper and
concepts that might become realities.  

Today, however, you can spot hybrid automo-
biles driving all across America, and they are
indeed making a positive difference.

As we continue to debate our energy crisis in
the 110th Congress, I am hopeful the new majority
will pass legislation to advance the progress begun
in the 109th Congress to address our ever-increas-
ing energy needs.
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Congratulations to our 2007 ACongratulations to our 2007 Academy Nominees!cademy Nominees!
One of the more rewarding aspects of my job is

the privilege of nominating south Alabama’s
brightest young men and women to our nation’s
service academies. 

Moreover, the education students receive at these
institutions — the U.S. Military Academy at West Point,
the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, the U.S. Air
Force Academy at Colorado Springs, the U.S. Coast
Guard Academy at New London and the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy at King’s Point — is one of the best.

Listed below are the names and photographs of
the 20 men and women I was privileged to nominate
for the academies’ consideration.

For those south Alabama students interested
in attending a service academy, it is never too
soon to begin the nominations process.  One thing
is certain — gaining admission to one of the five
academies is not easy.  

Students who are rising seniors in high
school are eligible to apply for a nomination.
The deadline for completing your application is
November 30, 2007.

In addition to the basic age requirements, can-
didates for admission must also display significant
degrees of academic achievement (displayed by
high school transcripts as well as SAT and/or ACT
scores); have demonstrated leadership in school,
church, or community activities; be of good moral
character; and successfully complete a medical
review and physical aptitude examination.

Our office looks forward to working with any inter-
ested students toward a nomination to one of the five
academies.  For more information, you should contact
Brooks Chew in my Baldwin County office at
(251)943-2073.  Additionally, information is available
on my website at http://bonner.house.gov. 

Robert Dillard
Mobile

Magnolia Springs
Baptist Academy

Ricky Elliott
Mobile

Baker High
School

Bob Guilfoyle
Orange Beach

Pensacola
Catholic HS

Matthew Hancock
Mobile

Cottage Hill
Christian Academy

A’lonson Hoffman
Bay Minette

Baldwin County
High School

Jonathan Klein
Foley

Foley High
School

Kalin Krause
Mobile

St. Paul’s
Episcopal School

Seth Labak
Silverhill

Robertsdale
High School

Ross Malugani
Fairhope

Fairhope High
School

Oakland McCullough
Mobile

Massanutten
Military Academy 

J.J. Nelson
Daphne
Bayside

Academy

Jeff Pendley
Daphne

Daphne High
School

Chase Prichard
Mobile

Murphy High
School

Myea Rice
Mobile

LeFlore Preparatory
Academy

Lee Steiner
Mobile

University of
South Alabama

Kyle Sweetser
Mobile

Baker High
School

Jake Walker
Wagarville
Leroy High

School

Teneasha
Washington

Mobile
Murphy HS

Curtis Wilson
Mobile

McGill-Toolen
Catholic HS

Evan Wilson
Mobile

UMS-Wright

Energy Prices Reach
Record Highs
Energy Prices Reach
Record Highs

Website receives a facelifWebsite receives a faceliftt
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DC Office:
422 Cannon HOB

Washington, DC  20515
Phone: (202) 225-4931

Fax: (202) 225-0562

Mobile Office:
1141 Montlimar Drive

Suite 3010
Mobile, AL  36609

Phone: (251) 690-2811
Fax: (251) 342-0404

Toll Free: (800) 288-8721

Baldwin County Office:
1302 N. McKenzie St.

Foley, AL  36535
Phone: (251) 943-2073

Fax: (251) 943-2093

HHHHOOWWOOWW TTOOTTOO CCCCOONNTTAACCTTOONNTTAACCTT UUUUSSSS ............

Web site:  http://bonner.house.gov

Summer Interns gain
valuable experience

The first group of my summer Washington interns
joined me on the balcony of the Cannon House
Office Building.  Pictured with me (l to r) are
Jennifer Edwards, James Coleman, Annie Pierce,
Heather Lange, Finch Fulton, and Kristen Morris.

The second group of summer interns: Neil Collins,
Mallory Mangold, Meg Demeranville, Allison
Busbee, Frances Mostellar, and Leah Grodnick
took a photo with me in my Washington office.

Elizabeth Crawford, Allen Ross, Emily Kane, Leah
Megginson, Hunter Galloway, and Caroleene
Hardee were our third group of summer interns.

We are also proud to offer an internship program
in our District Office.  Pictured outside my
Mobile office are Walker Ewing, Pace
Petroutson, Sarah Lawrence, Mary Morgan
Radcliff, and Bradley Jaye.

Hurricane Information Update
As we are in the midst of what promises to be

another busy hurricane season with 13 to 17 named
storms predicted, I have compiled this list of impor-
tant information to help you prepare for and respond
to a natural disaster.

The effects of a natural disaster can be reduced
if you are aware of the steps you should take before,
during, and after any natural disaster.  Listed below
is a suggested checklist of basic items for a disaster
supply kit.  Additionally, it is also important that you
and every member of your family keep handy the
emergency phone numbers listed in this update.

HEALTH  AND  SAFETY
Flashlight and batteries: 1 per person
Liquid soap and hand sanitizer
Water purification kit
2-week supply of prescription drugs
Fire extinguisher
Extra eyeglasses and sunglasses
Insect repellent
Sunscreen
First aid kit

FOOD  AND  DRINK
Drinking water: 1 gallon per person per day
Non-potable water: for hygienic use only
Propane gas for barbecue grill
2 coolers for food and ice
Manual can opener

Two  Weeks’  Supply  of  the  Following
Nonperishable foods
Plastic tableware and cups
Plastic wrap and plastic trash bags
Toilet paper, paper towels, and wet wipes

MISCELLANEOUS
Camera/camcorder (record property before storm 

and document damage afterwards)
Extra batteries
Full tank of gas
Cash (ATM and credit card networks might be down)

EMERGENCY  CONTACT
NUMBERS

Federal  Emergency  
Management  Agency
(800)621-3362,
TTY - (800)462-7585
Alabama  Emergency  
Management  Agency
(205)280-2200
Alabama  Power  Co.
Power  Outages
(800)888-2726

Alabama  Department  of  Insurance
(334) 269-3550
Attorney  General  Consumer  Hotline
(800)392-5658 or (334)242-7334
Alabama  Road  Conditions  Information
(888)588-2848
Banking  Issues (FDIC)
(877)275-3342
Disaster  Assistance
(800)621-3362
Lost  Pets
(800)969-2241

COUNTY  EMERGENCY  MANAGEMENT
AGENCY  DIRECTORS

Baldwin  County
Leigh Anne Ryals, (251)972-6807
Clarke  County
Roy Waite, (251)275-8775
Escambia  County
David Adams, (251)867-0232
Mobile  County
Walt Dickerson, (251)460-8000
Monroe  County
Charles Murph, (251)575-8154
Washington  County
Stewart Jackson, (251)847-2668

LEARN  MORE
ema.alabama.gov 
Alabama Emergency Management Agency
www.hurricane.alabama.gov
Alabama Hurricane Center
www.fema.gov
Federal Emergency Management Agency
www.redcross.org
American Red Cross
www.nws.noaa.gov
National Weather Service
www.noaa.gov
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


