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T H E W A S H I N G T O N C Y B E R R E P O R T

Today, President Obama’s health care law

turns two, but don’t look for cake and ice

cream from the White House.  The president

and his administration know full well their

new health care law is roundly unpopular with

the American people.  

Two years ago, then House Speaker

Nancy Pelosi said “we have to pass the [health

care] bill so you can find out what’s in it.”

With a price tag that’s already nearly double

what the president originally promised, not to

mention more Americans potentially losing

access to their preferred care under the new

law, many are definitely not in a celebratory

mood today.

A recent ABC News/Washington Post poll

found that Americans oppose Obamacare by a

52 to 41 percent margin.  Even more, 72 per-

cent, are unhappy with the health care law’s

individual mandate that everyone buy insurance

or face a penalty, according to a Gallup poll.

The president’s health care law doesn’t

fully take effect for another two years, but

efforts to stop it are building momentum.

Since January 12, 2011, the House has already

voted more than two dozen times to either

repeal, defund or weaken Obamacare.  

The latest such vote occurred yesterday

when I joined 222 of my House colleagues to

repeal the health care law’s Independent

Payment Advisory Board (IPAB).  This 15-

member board of unelected bureaucrats has

been given authority under the health care law

to find new ways to cut Medicare spending.

Medicare has already taken a $575 billion cut

to pay for Obamacare, and the board’s deci-

sions could limit seniors’ access to care and

services even further. 

On the legal front, Alabama and a majori-

ty of states continue to challenge Obamacare

in court.  The U.S. Supreme Court is sched-

uled to hear the case relating to the health care

law’s individual mandate beginning next week. 

While most Americans disapprove of the

heavy-handed

reach of

Obamacare

into their per-

sonal care

choices, we

can agree that

health care

costs are too

high.  We can

also agree that

simply opposing the president’s health care

plan is not enough.  I have joined in support-

ing a balanced, market-based approach to

health care reform that focuses on lowering

costs and increasing access.  

Yesterday, the House passed legislation

that targets one of the biggest causes of sky-

rocketing medical care costs –malpractice law-

suit abuse.  According to the Harvard School

of Public Health, 40 percent of malpractice

suits are “without merit.”  In order to avoid

costly lawsuits, doctors often engage in defen-

sive medicine; ordering tests and prescribing

medicines that are not medically necessary.

They are also forced to pay higher premiums

for malpractice insurance.  Medical malprac-

tice reform is a long-needed common sense

step in controlling the price of health care.

In addition to medical liability reform, I

also support offering Americans the ability to

purchase health insurance across state lines,

expanding access to health savings accounts,

and offering the right to coverage regardless of

pre-existing conditions.  

America can do more to improve the cost

and availability of health care and health insur-

ance, but Obamacare’s big government, less

choice approach is not the answer.  The House

has shown leadership in not only standing up

to Obamacare’s costly mandates but in demon-

strating that solutions can be adopted to pre-

serve Americans’ access to the care and doc-

tors they prefer.

OOBAMACAREBAMACARE LLAWAW TTURNSURNS TTWOWO NAVY BUYS TWO

MORE AUSTAL LCS
AUSTAL USA continues to manufac-

ture cutting-edge aluminum ships for the

Navy.  This week the Mobile-based ship

maker announced the Navy has exercised

its option to purchase two additional lit-

toral combat ships.  

The Gabrielle Giffords and the Omaha
will follow AUSTAL’s previous LCS ves-

sels, the Independence and Coronado from

the AUSTAL shipyard into service in

defense of America.  The Independence is

currently undergoing sea trials while the

Coronado is nearing completion.

The Navy’s current $3.5 billion con-

tract with AUSTAL allows for the pur-

chase of up to ten LCS.  The Navy has a

separate contract with AUSTAL to build

up to nine Joint High Speed Vessels

(JHSVs) in Mobile.

The two Navy contracts will provide

almost $900 million in yearly revenue for

the company which is on track to hire over

4,000 employees by 2014.

It was a privilege to participate in a cere-
mony honoring the Causey Middle School
Band and World War II Veterans.  The
band will soon travel to Honolulu, Hawaii
to perform at Pearl Harbor and compete in
the Hawaii Invitational International
Music Festival.  Pictured with me above is
band member Christian Driver.



SSETTINGETTING THETHE RRECORDECORD SSTRAIGHTTRAIGHT ONON

TTHEHE NNATIONALATIONAL DDEBTEBT EEXPLOSIONXPLOSION
This week, House Budget Committee

Chairman Paul Ryan, R-WI, released his fis-

cal 2013 federal budget blueprint, which

takes aim at the budget deficit, lowering

spending by $5.3 trillion over ten years com-

pared to President Obama’s budget.  

Meanwhile, the White House and liberals

in Congress heckled the new House

Republican budget for its additional cuts in

spending.  The president continues to ignore

the record red ink spending that his adminis-

tration has racked up after only three years in office. 

This week, CBS News posted an extraordinary detailed look

at Mr. Obama’s overspending.  The article appears below.

National Debt has increased more under Obama than under Bush
By Mark Knoller, CBS News

March 19, 2012

(CBS News) The National Debt has now increased more dur-

ing President Obama's three years and two months in office than it

did during 8 years of the George W. Bush presidency.

The Debt rose $4.899 trillion during the two terms of the Bush

presidency. It has now gone up $4.939 trillion since President

Obama took office.

The latest posting from the Bureau of Public Debt at the

Treasury Department shows the National Debt now stands at

$15.566 trillion. It was $10.626 trillion on President Bush's last

day in office, which coincided with President Obama's first day.

The National Debt also now exceeds 100% of the nation's

Gross Domestic Product, the total value of goods and services. 

Mr. Obama has been quick to blame his predecessor for the

soaring Debt, saying Mr. Bush paid for two wars and a Medicare

prescription drug program with borrowed funds.

The federal budget sent to Congress last month by Mr.

Obama, projects the National Debt will continue to rise as far as

the eye can see. The budget shows the Debt hitting $16.3 trillion in

2012, $17.5 trillion in 2013 and $25.9 trillion in 2022.

Federal budget records show the National Debt once topped

121% of GDP at the end of World War II. The Debt that year,

1946, was, by today's standards, a mere $270 billion dollars.

Mr. Obama doesn't mention the National Debt much, though

he does want to be seen trying to reduce the annual budget deficit,

though it's topped a trillion dollars for four years now.

As part of his "Win the Future" program, Mr. Obama called

for "taking responsibility for our deficits, by cutting wasteful,

excessive spending wherever we find it."

His latest budget projects a $1.3 trillion deficit this year

declining to $901 billion in 2012, and then annual deficits in the

range of $500 billion to $700 billion in the 10 years to come.

If Mr. Obama wins re-election, and his budget projections

prove accurate, the National Debt will top $20 trillion in 2016, the

final year of his second term. That would mean the Debt increased

by 87 percent, or $9.34 trillion, during his two terms.

Since January 2011, the House has taken 25 votes either

repealing, defunding, or weakening President Obama’s health care

law.   Unfortunately, the Senate has served as President Obama’s

roadblock to most of our efforts – largely preventing major changes

to the controversial health care law.

Some of the major House actions are listed below.

REPEALING OBAMACARE: On January 19, 2011, the

House passed H.R. 2, a bill to entirely repeal the health care law.

The Senate has taken no action on the bill.

DEFUNDING OBAMACARE: On April 15, 2011, the House

passed the Paul Ryan budget (H.Con.Res. 34) which cuts govern-

ment spending and defunds President Obama’s health care law.

The Senate refused to vote on the bill.

REPEALING THE CLASS ACT: On February 1, 2012, the

House passed H.R. 1173 to repeal the CLASS Act – a discredited

long-term care provision of Obamacare which has been deemed

“unsustainable.”   The Senate has not voted on the bill.

REPEALING OBAMACARE’S INDEPENDENT PAY-

MENT ADVISORY BOARD: On March 22, 2012, the House

passed the HEALTH Act (H.R. 5) which repeals Obamacare’s

Independent Payment Advisory Board while also instituting long-

needed medical malpractice reform – one of the major reasons for

rising health care costs.  The Senate has not voted on the bill.

REPEALING OBAMACARE’S SMALL BUSINESS

PAPERWORK MANDATE: On March 3, 2011, the House passed

H.R. 4, a bill to repeal the health care law’s job-crushing paper-

work mandate on business.  In a rare display of cooperation, the

Senate approved H.R. 4 on April 5, 2011 and it was signed into law

on April 6, 2011 by President Obama.

HOLDING THE ADMINISTRATION ACCOUNTABLE:

Since January 2011, House committees have held 47 hearings

examining the impact of Obamacare on job growth, the costs

imposed on families and small businesses, the administration’s use

of waivers to exempt select groups from the health care law’s man-

dates, and the constitutionality of the Obamacare.  

BACKING STATES & SMALL BUSINESSES IN COURT

CASE AGAINST OBAMACARE: House Speaker John Boehner

filed a brief in federal court backing the effort by states and small

businesses challenging the constitutionality of the law.

HOUSE EFFORTS TO REPEAL OBAMACARE



From the mailbox...From the mailbox...
Dear Congressman Bonner,

On behalf of the Cub Scouts on
Dauphin Island, Alabama, we would like to
thank you for the United States Flag that you
recently gave to our Pack #5.  The boys were so
excited to get it, and now we have a U.S. Flag
of our own that has flown over the U.S.
Capitol!  The profound impact of this gesture
will affect many boys for years to come.  We are reviewing
the booklet that you sent with it a page at a time in each
Pack Meeting for the next several months, and it will help
our boys understand the flag more each month.  We appre-
ciate all that you do, especially the work that you have
done to help us during the time of the oil spill.  All of our
families were affected in one way or another, and your
continued leadership will help us a lot.

Thank you once again.
Sincerely,
The Cub Scouts of Pack #5
Dauphin Island, Alabama 

At left:  It was a special honor to recently present a Purple
Heart and Bronze Star to the family of Army Pvt. First Class
William Youngblood. Youngblood, a World War II veteran who
was wounded during the Battle of the Bulge, passed away in
1999.  His family requested a replacement Purple Heart medal
through my office.  In addition to receiving a new Purple Heart,
Pvt. Youngblood’s son, Bill, (shown left) was presented a
replacement Bronze Star on behalf of his late father. 

As the national average for a gallon of gasoline approaches $4,

the president is beginning to feel the heat from his lack of a com-

mon-sense domestic energy policy.

This week the president has been back peddling as fast as he

can to give the appearance that he supports construction of the pop-

ular Keystone Pipeline to supplement America’s energy supply.  He

just spent two days out west burning up fuel in Air Force One to pat

himself on the back for finally approving a permit to construct only

a portion of the pipeline.  

If you’ve been following this story you know that President

Obama has not only vehemently opposed the Keystone Pipeline, but

he personally lobbied Senators to kill it during a debate over a new

transportation bill earlier this month.  The project would deliver

Canadian oil to Gulf Coast refineries and provide on the order of

20,000 new jobs in the American heartland.  

This week the president claimed to be expediting the permit

approval for the lower portion of the pipeline, yet the company

involved in the actual construction said the project time schedule

has not changed.  CNN even noted the president’s statement was

“…more theater than substance.”

The House has passed multiple bills supporting the full con-

struction of the Keystone Pipeline, including the approximate 1,800

miles that

President

Obama still

refuses to per-

mit.  The

House has also

called upon the

president to

reverse his pol-

icy of opposing

new domestic

off-shore oil

drilling and his

slow walking of new permits for oil wells in the Gulf of Mexico.

Under President Obama, oil production on federally-controlled lands

has declined 11 percent from 2010 to 2011.

North American oil and gas output has the potential to expand

significantly over the next decade.  According to a recent report by

Citi Group, the U.S. looks to become the largest producer and seems

certain to overtake Russia and Saudi Arabia before the decade is

out.  However, we could forgo this real stimulus if President Obama

continues to let politics intervene in his decision making process.

PRESIDENT OBAMA TRIES TO HAVE IT BOTH WAYS ON KEYSTONE PIPELINE

Above:  I was pleased to welcome students and teachers from Theodore
High School to Capitol Hill this week.  The young scholars were in
Washington to meet with their elected representatives and experience
their government in action.


