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HoNOR FLIGHT SoUTH ALABAMA MAKES FIRST FLIGHT TO NATION’S CAPITAL

-

Earlier this month, the
inaugural Honor Flight :
South Alabama took 92 men
and women from the greatest
generation to Washington,
D.C. to visit the National
World War II Memorial.

Founded by the South
Alabama Veterans Council,
Honor Flight South Alabama
is a very special organization
whose mission is to fly heroes
from Mobile, Baldwin, Wash-
ington, Clarke, Monroe, Coving-
ton, and Escambia counties to
see their national memorial.

This Honor Flight, which
marked the organization’s maid-
en flight, began at dawn when
the veterans gathered at historic Fort
Whiting in Mobile and traveled to
Mobile Regional Airport to board a
US Airways flight to Washington.

During their time in our nation’s
capital, the veterans visited the
World War II Memorial, Arlington
National Cemetery, and other
memorials.

The veterans returned to Mobile Regional Airport
Wednesday evening, where some 1,000 people — including
high school bands, Boy Scout troops, and Azalea Trail and
Dogwood Trail Maids — greeted them.

This journey of 92 men and women from south Alabama is
an appropriate time for us to pause and thank them — and all of
the soldiers who fought in World War II — for they collectively
— and literally — saved the world from the evils of tyranny.

May we never forget their valiant deeds and tremendous sac-
rifices. Special thanks to the organizers, volunteers, and donors,
who helped make Honor Flight South Alabama a reality.

It was an honor to visit with vet-
| erans from southwest Alabama at
the National wWwil

Memorial in Washington,
A D.C. Many of these men and

women were seeing this
AN memorial — built in their
. f honor — for the very first time.

ALABAMA’S FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DisTrICT — BALDWIN, CLARKE EscamBIA, MoBILE, MONROE AND VWASHINGTON COUNTIES




From the mailbox...

Dear Congressman Bonner,

I wanted to contact you to
personally thank you for your
assistance in helping me with my
VA claim for widow’s pension and
aid and attendance. Mr.
Frazier Payne was outstand-
ing in helping me through the
process and geting the VA to act. I do not
know what I would have done without all
the help I received from your office.
Please let Mr. Payne know that I am very
appreciative of all his hard work on my
behalf.

Again, thank you for taking the time to
assist me in this matter.

Respectfully,
A grateful veteran
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VETERANS CEMETERY BILL SIGNED

On the Friday of Memorial Day weekend, I joined
Governor Bob Riley as he signed legislation creating
a state veterans’ cemetery in Spanish Fort. The wait
for this cemetery has been a long time coming, and
for many years, I have worked closely with local
leaders on making this cemetery a reality. This will
truly be a first-class cemetery at a premier location in
Baldwin County honoring our men and women who
have made the ultimate sacrifice and who have served
their country by giving their all.




