This Week in Washington: "Pledging to Get America Back on Track"; "Honoring Alabama WWII Veterans"

Last week, Republicans in the U.S. House unveiled a detailed plan to get the country back on
track by encouraging job creation, ending out of control spending in Washington, and reforming
Congress.

Officially dubbed “A Pledge to America”, the Republican congressional agenda was compiled
from the best ideas that average Americans voiced at town halls and listening sessions, and by
email to House Republican web sites such as America Speaking Out and You Cut. Some of
the same ideas offered during my recent South Alabama town meetings were also incorporated
into the Pledge.

“A Pledge to America” is not only an agenda, it is a starting point. It represents what House
Republicans would like to accomplish right away if we were given the opportunity to bring
legislation to the House floor.

Some may feel this legislative strategy may not go far enough.

However, you can’t turn around an aircraft carrier on a dime, and our nation’s ills are massive
and will take time to correct.

We've got to start by implementing fundamental reforms and stop the spending excesses
already unleashed on the nation by the White House and the Democrat Congress.

First on our list is to help the economy by ending the uncertainty that the Obama administration
and Speaker Pelosi have created over the fate of tax relief. Our plan would permanently extend
the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts for all Americans, ensuring that taxes do not increase on already
overburdened job providers and struggling workers.
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Equally vital is the repeal of “Obamacare.” Our pledge is to stop cold the president’s widely
unpopular and costly health care program and start over with targeted reforms designed to
improve health care cost and accessibility for Americans.

With federal deficit spending threatening the economy and the future solvency of the country,
we plan to reduce all non-security discretionary federal spending to 2008 levels. This action
alone could save as much as $1.5 trillion over ten years.

Furthermore, we would halt all federal stimulus spending, returning the unspent funds to the
U.S. Treasury to pay down the debt.

We would also institute a hiring freeze on all non-security federal jobs and would reduce
Congress’s own operating budget.

In response to strong public dissatisfaction with the way Congress operates, we would
immediately require all legislation to be posted online for public review three days prior to a
House vote. No more mammoth spending bills passed without scrutiny. We will also require
that every bill voted on be accompanied by a citation of Constitutional authority.

Other provisions of the Pledge include passing a law requiring congressional approval of every
federal regulation with an impact greater than $100 million. This would prevent the
administration from enacting job-killing regulations without a Congressional vote — thus barring
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the Obama Administration’s effort to implement its costly Cap and Trade mandates by
regulatory fiat.

These steps and others in our pledge will demonstrate that Congress is finally serious about
getting its own fiscal house in order - growing the economy, not the federal government — while
also operating with greater transparency and accountability.

Honoring South Alabama WWII Veterans:

Last Wednesday, | welcomed a group of 88 World War Il veterans from southwest Alabama to
the National World War Il Memorial in Washington.

Traveling from Mobile to their nation’s capital aboard Honor Flight South Alabama, the veterans
—ranging in age from 83 to 93 — toured the magnificent memorial dedicated to their service and
laid a wreath at the Alabama column.
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During their visit, | presented the South Alabama veterans with a flag flown over the U.S.
Capitol and a tribute honoring their historic and emotional journey.

Each of these Alabamians answered their country’s call, and, in so doing, became part of what
has been called the “greatest generation.” They are all heroes — a unique band of Americans
who stood shoulder to shoulder to defend America’s liberty during one of the greatest tests our
nation has ever faced.

Even more than that, they are liberators. They were part of one of the noblest struggles in
history, freeing millions from the terrible yoke of oppression in foreign lands and protecting the
American way of life for their families and their countrymen back home.

This was the fourth Honor Flight from South Alabama to have visited Washington. For many of
these veterans, this is their first and possibly last trip to see their memorial. It is a very special
experience and a fitting way to honor their remarkable service.

My staff and | work for you. If we can ever be of service, do not hesitate to call my office toll
free at 1-800-288-8721.
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